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IMMEDIATE RELEASE








November 5, 2001





MISSION SPECIFIC PROCESSING CONTRACTORS SELECTED


The Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency announced today the contractors receiving contracts under the Mission Specific Processing (MSP) program:  BAE Systems, Manassas, Va. ($4.49 million); Northrop Grumman, Linthicum, Md. ($4.9 million); University of Tennessee, Knoxville, Tenn., and Boeing, Anaheim, Calif. (cooperative effort; $4.34 million total).


The MSP program will develop technology to optimize the performance of high-throughput processors based on Application Specific Integrated Circuits (ASICs).  Some military platforms’ severe constraints on size, weight and power preclude the use of general purpose or re-configurable processing solutions.  The program will provide a tenfold increase in performance over traditional ASICs while minimizing design time.  Technologies developed under the MSP program will enable real-time, processing of high performance sensor data on-board manned or unmanned vehicles on reconnaissance or targeting missions.    


The first phase of the program will identify the most beneficial optimizations and quantify the performance improvement.   During the second phase, the program will downselect to one or more contractors to develop and demonstrate test chips.  

-END-

Media with questions, please contact Jan Walker, (703) 696-2404, or jwalker@darpa.mil 

Contractors or military organizations, contact Dr. Robert Reuss, (703) 696-2214.  
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